Table Talk Of course we also welcome any additional sug-

Otago Bridge Club: May 2009 gestions for improvements to the web site.

Web matters Phone number changes

The club website, designed and maintainedckerley, Chris 455 4532

by John Shanks of Spacific Design, at‘itken, Viv 453 4664

htt p: // ot agobri dgecl ub. or g. nz/ Barron, Enid 4679081

is going from strength to strength. As well asBlakeley, Matt 4774051
results, and hand records, two new features haRPSworth, Shirley 455 0646
recently been added. The first is a “Forum” —Ellis, Judith 466 7744

an opportunity for extended discussion of bridg&udge, Jared 0276 988 722
hands (bidding or play), and including a sectiorf10llick, Suzanne 489 8676

designated for beginners and learners. A recehtydes Steve 454 2526
discussion in that section of the forum has dea©seph, David 456 3922
with how to handle a slam investigation whenf<nox, Colleen 2853 fggf

one of the two hands has great playing strengt'heefe’ Nic
(a running eight card suit, and a side ace) whild/cPeake, Rhonda 454 3095

the other has controls in the remaining suitsV/cPéake, Stuart 454 3095
These combinations frequently produce man{ Neill, Mary 474 0914

more tricks than their combined point count”arker, Frank 467 2166
might suggest, and recognizing hands that arfg'ent Martijn 1%4%?%51

much more powerful than indicated by their pointRussell, Marion
count is an important advance for many players>@mson, Christine 489 7255
The bidding section of the forum has also seef"omson, Heather 466 7811
a number of interesting threads — many dealiné\'/”Q'e' Edie (alt) 0274 766 075
with borderline situations, at the part score vs'/ell; Amanda 454 5391

game, or game vs. slam boundaries. A forum i¥/esselingh, Stephen 03 465 1954
only as strong as the members who take part,

b
starting or replying to threads. So, while Iurkedlnk oink!

are welcome, please feel free to post questiqn§ayed the Easter pairs with David Stewart. At
of your own, or to follow up on those that othergne hoint during the first session one of our op-

have posted. ponents refused to support his partner's bid of
The most recent addition to the web site is a paspades holdinghAJT7 OKQ9652 >4 AT and
nership board. This provides the possibility fansisted on repeating his hearts. After they had
any member of the club to post a message kft the table | ruminated to David that hogman-
ther seeking a partner for one (or more) eveninglsip was alive and well. But a few hands later |
or events at the club; or to announce his or heas hoist on my own petard when | managed to
availability to play. Again, you are encouragedeclare a heart contract holding a yarborough and
to make use of this service whenever you needhaiee trumps only — whereas David had a 27 HCP
partner; or find yourself at a loose end — the mangonster. This was the hand:

activity there is on the board, the more effective a

tool it will be.


http://otagobridgeclub.org.nz/

Dealer: S & AKJ Vul: Both No matter what has happened East is in trou-
O AJ643 ble. East has to keep the same length as North
& AKT in spades and diamonds. If East has a winner in
& AK either of these suits he can be thrown in to lead

AT4 & Q732 away from his guard in the other suit.

VK987 | N el ©Q It is essential to make the bizarre play of losing

¢ 39 g < Q864 the first trump to East's bar®Q. For suppose

& JT983 & Q762 West has started with a spade lead. Then, when
# 9865 West gets in again with her second trump she can
O T52 lead spades again. Now the throw-in fails be-
7532 cause, if thrown in with a spade, East can exit a
% 54 diamond while West still has thgJ.

Our bidding, with opponents silent, had been Plands with 27 HCP are rare indeed. In my own
20, 20-2NT, 3%-3Q, 40-P. David began with a€xperience I've only ever seen one stronger hand.
multi 2¢ which my RHO asked about. | gave th&his was a 28 pointer that | held playing with
options in our agreement the last of which (25%hris Ackerley several years ago. When Chris
HCP) comes up so rarely that | smiled as | said &nd | discussed this afterwards he pointed out the
But the incredible had happened and, after a pigucity of intermediate cards and memorably de-
pet Stayman sequence, we played i with me scribed my magnificent hand as “a poor 28 point
as declarer. Dummy was something of a disapand”!

pointment (I mean it! | had been hoping to ruff §1ike Atkinson

club in my hand). | duly went down one because,

even though my opponents gave me a chance(¥edit where it's due
make it, | didn’t take full advantage (Don’t ask —

or, better, ask David who betrayed not a sign i} an ideal world we would all behave ethically.
diéappoin,tment that he was dummy). In the microcosmic bridge world new players
(and even some seasoned players) are not always

It was somewhat disheartening to open the sc@fgare of all the niceties of bridge propriety and
sheet and find that most pairs had declared 3N§ it was a pleasure recently for me to witness
by North making. But worse was to follow. Ingp gccasion where one of my opponents leaned
the hand records afterwards | saw that Deep Gier backwards to behave correctly. The player in
nesse claimed that 3NT should go down bit 4y estion was Elaine Donaldson who saw her part-
could make. Against 3NT played by North thger make a 1NT rebid apparently showing 15-16
fatal club lead is perhaps not so easy to find, Qyep, However it was obvious to all at the table
it took me ages to work out the line to mak® 4 pecause of an inadvertent gesture by her partner
declared by either hand. that she in no way had the values for her bid.
The main line requires the opening lead to lgaine holding a balanced 10 count, resolutely
won, two top clubs cashed, and a low trump to ts@ised to 3NT knowing full well that the contract
conceded t6)Q. East’s only safe return is a lowvas destined to fail. Congratulations, Elaine; we
diamond which forces West$J. Then comes ashould strive to educate all our members to be-
heart to South’s)T which West must win. Thehave as well as you.

return is won and then three rounds of trumps fqlsike Atkinson

low.



